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Chicago Torture Justice Memorial, by artist Patricia Nguyen and architectural designer John Lee
George Washington Monument Intervention, a new public art project by renowned Chicago artist Amanda
Williams
A Long Walk Home (ALWH), “#SayHerName: The Rekia Boyd Monument Project”
Mother Jones, in partnership with the Mother Jones Heritage Project (MJHP), a commission to honor Mother
Jones’s important contributions to labor history
Mahalia Jackson monument, by artist Gerald Griffin, spearheaded by the Greater Chatham Initiative (GCI)
Pilsen Latina Histories, by lead artist Diana Solis, scholars from the University of Illinois, Pilsen Arts &
Community House staff, and additional artists and community groups in Pilsen
Chicago Race Riots of 1919 Commemoration Project, designed and produced in partnership with youth artists
at Firebird Community Arts’ Project FIRE
Early Chicago, a series of monuments that explore the settling of Chicago, including those to Jean Baptiste
Pointe DuSable and Kitihawa, and projects which amplify Native American stories

The monuments are at various stages of planning and development, according to the news release. The list of
upcoming monuments is below:

The city’s monument commission was created in 2020 after a clash between police and protesters at Grant Park’s
Christopher Columbus statue, which was ultimately removed.

CHICAGO — The city says it will finally build a long-promised
memorial for survivors of police torture.
Mayor Brandon Johnson announced on Juneteenth the city will
use a $6.8 million grant from the Mellon Foundation to build eight
public monuments intended to “memorialize events, people and
groups that historically have been excluded or underrepresented,”
according to a news release.

The Chicago Torture Justice Memorial — to be located on the city’s
South Side — will honor survivors of torture carried out by former
Chicago Police Commander Jon Burge and his “Midnight Crew.”
The city paid a first-of-its-kind $5.5 million reparations package
to Burge survivors in 2015, but has since delayed its promise to
allocate funds for the memorial, despite continued organizing
around the cause by survivors and community members.

The new funding is the largest award yet from the Mellon
Foundation’s Monuments Project, $250 million in private
donations to “reimagine and rebuild commemorative spaces and
transform the way history is told in the United States,” according
to the news release.

The final selection of new Chicago monuments comes after an
August 2022 report by the Chicago Monuments Project Advisory
Committee, a collaboration between city agencies to recruit
artists for “a larger reckoning with monuments that symbolize
outdated values,” according to the news release.

“Chicago’s monuments and memorials are more than just public
art — they speak directly to the values, history and vision of our
great city,” Johnson said in a statement. “I’m grateful for the
Mellon Foundation’s support of the Chicago Monuments Project
and the creation of cultural works around labor, civil rights, racial
justice and other areas that represent our diversity, honor our
history and tell our story.”

A press conference with the Chicago Torture Justice
Memorials, survivors, and Mayor Brandon Johnson on
June 19, 2023 to announce the funding of the memorial.

City Promises To Finally Build Chicago Torture Justice Memorial
This article was originally published in Block Club Chicago on June 20, 2023. Written by Mack Liederman.

https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dca/cmp/cmpreport.pdf
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dca/cmp/cmpreport.pdf
https://www.chicagoreader.com/chicago/house-of-screams/Content?oid=875107
https://www.chicago.gov/content/dam/city/depts/dca/cmp/cmpreport.pdf
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On "Independence"
We know "independence" in the U.S. was and is narrowly defined, often excluding Black people and erasing
Indigenous people from the land and this nation's history. We are reminded everyday how the violence of white
supremacy persists today - through policing, mass incarceration, community divestment, and policies of
displacement. Rather than celebrating a false notion of "independence," the Center honors and uplifts the freedom
fighters, abolitionists, and survivors who continue to name and lead these struggles as we work toward a future of
radical transformation and liberation.

Send love to a Mother of the Movement
After celebrating the anniversaries of the Reparations Ordinance and the Center in May, we are reminded of the many
Mothers of the Movement whose vision, leadership, and strength are at the heart of our work and continue to guide our
community. 

We hope you will help us honor them with messages of love, support, and solidarity! We are collecting messages here
at the Center and will mail them to the Mamas. If you've already written a note: thank you! If you haven't, here is how to
write your note:

Write and send a note to us and let us know who your love note is for. You are welcome to send more than one
message, or to share your message with more than one of our moms!

Christina Borizov, Mother of survivor Johnny
Borizov
Denice Bronis, Mother of survivor Matthew
Echevarria
Rosemary Cade, Mother of survivor Antonio Porte
Bertha Escamilla, Mother of survivor Nick
Escamilla
Esther Hernandez, Mother of survivors Juan and
Rosendo Hernandez
Dorothy Holmes, Mother of Ronald “RonnieMan”
Johnson, who was killed by Chicago Police
Mary L Johnson, Mother of survivor Michael
Johnson
Anthanette Marshbanks, Mother of Archie Lee
Chambers Jr., who was killed by Calumet City
Police

Mamas (and Papa)
Papa Frank Ornelas, Father of survivor Robert
Ornelas
Regina Russell, Mother of survivor Tamon Russell
Armanda Shackelford, Mother of survivor Gerald
Reed
Denise Spencer, Mother of survivor Michael Carter
April Ward, Mother of survivor Mickiael Ward
Arewa Karen Winters, Aunt of Pierre Loury, who
was killed by Chicago Police

Please mail notes to:
 

Chicago Torture Justice Center
6337 S. Woodlawn Ave

Chicago IL 60637

That’s it — we’ll take care of the rest! Thank you for helping us shower these mamas with some of the love they
continue to show us and our movement every day.
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Black August commemorates
the movement for Black
liberation that happened in
California prisons in the
1970s. While in prison, George
Jackson read and discussed
political theory with his fellow
inmates. Since his death,
Jackson's writing in the form
of letters has been published
for others to learn from, and
has served as an inspiration
for organizers and freedom
fighters across the globe. In
August, we would like to
publish your thoughts and
reflections on Black August.
What does liberation mean to
you? What does it look like?

Inviting Your
Reflections on
Black August

6/29 BOXING AS HEALING

7/6 TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA

7/13 BOXING AS HEALING

7/20 TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA

7/27 BOXING AS HEALING

8/3 TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA

8/10 BOXING AS HEALING

8/17 TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA

8/24 BOXING AS HEALING

8/31 TRAUMA-INFORMED YOGA

What's Happening at the Center

FREE Yoga & Boxing at CTJC
Since March 2023, we've held trauma-informed yoga sessions at the
Center twice a month. Now in addition to yoga, we are offering
Boxing as Healing, which is led by Gregory Banks and Carl Williams.
Through these somatic practices, we hope to provide a space of
healing and a safe place for our community move their bodies. 

We offer these sessions to our survivor and system-impacted
community, and we welcome you to invite your loved ones to join us
if they are interested! Sessions are every Thursday from 4:30-6pm.
No experience is necessary, and there is no cost to attend. Yoga is
held on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month, and boxing is on the
2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month. We hope to see you or your
loved ones at the Center!

Schedule thru August
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Student responses to the Reparations
Won Curriculum

Chicago Public Schools teachers and students
recently sent us some amazing artwork that was
inspired by the Reparations Won curriculum.
Reparations Won teaches 8th and 10th grade CPS
students the history of racism, corruption and
torture within the Chicago Police Department, and
the survivor-led movement for reparations that
followed. We're incredibly grateful to these
educators for approaching the curriculum with
care, intention, and honesty, and for giving
students the room to process this history. 

It's so encouraging to receive reflections from
young people in Chicago, and to see a new
generation thinking critically about systems of
harm and thoughtfully about creating a new future. 
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REFLECT:
Find a  quiet  comfortable  spot ,  and say ,  “we are
enough”  to  yoursel f  5- 10  t imes .  A l low yoursel f
to  real ly  ‘ fee l ’  the words and take i t  in .  

Spend some t ime writ ing your  ref lect ion :  What
comes up for  you in  this  space of  abundance?
What shi f ts  in  your  v is ion or  strategy?

T h e  m y t h  o f  s c a r c i t y  a m i d s t  g l o b a l  w e a l t h -
e x t r a c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  u s e d  t o
d i v i d e  o p p r e s s e d  p e o p l e s  a n d  p i t  u s  a g a i n s t
o u r s e l v e s — f r o m  t h e  P l y m o u t h  R o c k  t o  t h e
p l a n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  C h i c a g o  c i t y  b u d g e t .
L i v i n g  i n  a  h y p e r - c o m p e t i t i v e ,  c a p i t a l i s t i c ,
a n d  o p p r e s s i v e  s o c i e t y  t h a t  h a s  a l w a y s
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  h a r m e d  B l a c k ,  B r o w n  a n d
I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s ,  w e  a r e  c o n d i t i o n e d  t o
f o r g e t  o u r  w o r t h  a n d  f e e d  i n t o  t h e  v i c i o u s
c i r c l e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  m o r e .

Practicing Abundance

CONNECT:
Think about  a  resource or  sk i l l  you have that
you can share with someone.  Maybe you l ike  to
bake,  maybe you love making play l ists ,  or
working in  the garden.  

Whatever  i t  i s ,  make something you can share
with someone in  your  l i fe  and of fer  i t  to  them.

W h a t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f e r e n t  i f  w e  c o u l d  f e e l  i n
t h e  d e e p e s t  r e c e s s e s  o f  o u r  b e i n g s  t h a t  w e
a r e  e n o u g h ,  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h ,  a n d  w e  h a v e
t h e  v a s t  s t o r e s  o f  s t r e n g t h s  i n  o u r  b o d i e s
a n d  o u r  l i n e a g e s  t o  m o v e  u s  t o w a r d s  t h e
l i b e r a t o r y  w o r l d  w e  a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r ?  W h a t
i f ,  i n s t e a d  o f  r e s o u r c e s  s p e n t  o n  d e a t h -
m a k i n g  t o o l s ,  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  o u r
r e s o u r c e s  f u e l e d  t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  l i f e -
a f f i r m i n g — a n d  e a c h  o t h e r ?

CREATE:
Create something—a poem,  a  song,  a  drawing,
paint ing,  a  doodle—that  represents  what
abundance " looks"  l ike  to  you.

B y  “ t a p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  a b u n d a n c e  t h a t
e x i s t s  w i t h i n  a n d  b e t w e e n  u s ,  a n d  b e t w e e n
o u r  s p e c i e s  a n d  t h i s  p l a n e t , ”  a s  a d r i e n n e
m a r e e  b r o w n  i n v i t e s ,  w e  c a n  a c c e s s
a u t h e n t i c  p l e a s u r e .

F r o m  a  p l a c e  o f  a b u n d a n c e ,  o u r  w o r k  i s  t o
e n d  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  o f  r e s o u r c e s  t h a t  s e r v e
a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  f e w ,  a n d  t o  i n s t e a d  s o w ,
h a r v e s t ,  a n d  d i s t r i b u t e  i n  w a y s  t h a t  a l l o w
f o r  t h e  t h r i v i n g  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o u r
l a n d .  M a y  w e  g r o u n d  o u r s e l v e s  i n  t h e
a b u n d a n c e  o f  e n o u g h ,  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e
f l o u r i s h i n g  o f  a l l  l i f e  o n  t h i s  p l a n e t .

A s  w e  c o n t i n u e  o n  i n  t h i s  m o v e m e n t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  l i b e r a t i o n ,  w e  s e e k  t o  c r e a t e  s p a c e  f o r
j o y  a n d  a b u n d a n c e .

W e  h o p e  t h i s  o f f e r i n g  h e l p s  y o u  f e e l  s p a c e  f o r  j o y  a n d  a b u n d a n c e  w h e n  y o u  n e e d  i t .  


